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COMMUNITY

Former Redress Chief Bob Bratt Honored
hh. for.". ORA executive director personaliy presents NCRR spokesperson

Bert Nakano with his redr€ss check-the bi l l ionrh dol lar paid oui bv the
government since the program began.

B-v TAKESHI NAKAYAMA
R 4 I ' I  I  ASSOC I  4TL EDI  fO R

Roben K. Bratt. lbrmer Offrce
ol Redress Admrnistration (ORAI
executive director. declared that
"redress is in my blood." as he was
honored by the National Coalit ion
lo r  Redress  and Repara t ions
(NCRR) on Friday night at adrnner
part) in downtown Los Angeles.

The NCRR paid tribute to Brau
for his dedicated and conscientious
efforts to ensure that all Japanese
Americans eligible for redress were
Iocated, identifi ed and compensated
for having their civil nghts grossly
violated dunng World War II.

Bert Nakano. NCRR narional
spokesperson, congratulated Bratt
on his promotion in the Depanment
of Justice. and said that the former
ORA chief is well-known and yell-
l iked, and made it much easier for
the redress recipients to receir e their
paYments.

"He made (the redress program)
very inclusive. instead of exclu-
sive," Nakanoexclaimed. "He's the
first bureaucrat I didn't have to fight
with."

Kay Ochi of I{CRR said, "lt was
not a coincidence that he was ap-
pointed to be the executive officer
o f  ORA.  He lobb ied  fo r  the  pos i .
t ion. and did some backeround worl
for it."

She said that Bratt. an avid gol ler
and a  workaho l ic .  can ied  to  h is joh
at ORA "an attitude. the approach
with which he carried out redress .
. . I think that all of us are very
fortunate."

Bratt disclosed that he first heard
about Japanese Americans being
put in World War Il concentration
camps through his cousin Joann's
husband. Ken Yamamoto, back in
Silver Springs, Maryland. when he
was nine or I 0 years old.

As a result, in 1988. when the
redress bill was about to be passed.
he lobbied hard to get the ORA
executive direptol's job. and was
even asked to do a budget estimate
for the ORA. he said.

After gening the ORA job. he
first met with a lot of skepticism
from the Japanese American com-
munity because redress was being
handled by their old nemesis. the
Justice Depanment. Bratl recalled.

Ilert Nakano with an oversized cardboard check statine
that he has receired lhe bil l ionth dollar paid oul by the
redress program.

thing that's going to mean the most
to me in the remaining veas is that
whenever I come to Los Angeles or
you come to  Wash ing ton .  we ' l l  ee t
tosether and share stones. 

'

B ra t t  added.  " l  ve  a luays  le l r
that we made li iends tbr l i f e. Thcsc
have been the best vears of my lifc.
working on redress.' '

M i la  Iwurek i .  NCRR sco.chur r .
told Bratt. " ' l 'ou made the redress
process user friendly' . . . We ap-
preciate what you ve done for Japa-
nese Americans."

Following Bratt 's l i tr le speech.
NCRR presented him with a gifr, a
print of a work by famed Japanese
wood-block printing anist Utamaro.

Bratt, then presented NCRR s
Nakano with a surprise gift. a per-
sona l ly  hand-de l i vered  redress
check, and an oversized cardboard
check indicating thar this was rhe $ I
bil l ionth paid out by ORA since the
reoress program began.

Nakano. appeuing surprised-
e v e n  d u m b f o u n d e d - u t t e r e d .
"Maybe 

now I cm re!ire."
Then, pointing to the oversized

check, he laughed, "This 
check rs

going to be framed."
Bratt revealed that rhe onginal

govemment.esrlmate of 6O,000 eli-
gible redress recipients was shon
by about 15,000 people. Thus there
ls at present only enough money in
the budget to pay people who were
bom up to 1934.

"We' 
rejust waiting forCongress

to appropnate the money to pay the
rest (of the eligibles)," he said. "l

th ink  tha t  b i l l  w i l l
pass .  R igh t  now
we have 23 .500
peop le  ver i f ied ,
and 20 .000 are
ready to be paid.
We'rejust looking
for  the  ex t ra .
money."

Bra t t  an-
nounced to  the
gathenng o f  40
people that ORA
h m p a i d o u t $ l b i l -
lion in redress, and
he no ted  tha t
43.938 ofthese in-
dividuals were in .
camps,2,906were
voluntary evacu-
ees. I.898 people
were in the mili-
t a r y , 2 5 4  w e r e
from Hawaii, 188
were INS detain-
ees. and I 29 were

Peruv ians  exc luded l r ( ) l t  thc i r  r , .
t i ve  land xnd scn t  1o  c l r l l t s  rn  l r r . r
Un i tcd  St r tc .

Hc  added tha t  l . -+ ( ) ( r  I  non J r r l r ,
nc \cJ  spouses  h l rc  bccn cont l re l t
sa tcd .  -1 .051 ch i ld ren  ro t  rhosc
ternrar i lg r - r )  h i i \ c  h ran  p l ld
p a r c n l \  o l  d c c c r \ c d  e j t r i h t e  r r i  r i ,
en ts  n r \c  becn purd .  and l . i ) . i r  1 r . r r
men[ \  ha \e  ! (Jne  o \e r \ tJ \ .  to  . r ]
con t inents  o l  the  wor ld .

T h c  o i d e \ l  p c r 5 r ' r  t ( ,  r ( ( L t \ r
c h c i l  s a \  l t ) o .  u n u  i l r c r r  u e r c
h e r r \  r e l c r \ r n i -  p u r n r t r r t . .  l J r . i l  r .
vea  ied .

ln  add i t ion .  E9 pcoptc  ( ) \e r  I ( '
vears  u ld  r ( (  c  i  \  eL i  [ r r \  r l cn  I  \ .  ] . t . :
people over 90 vear 01 rge rcceir ett
checks .  and, j5  pcop lc  rcques ter l  l
ne*  apo log \  te t te r .

' 'Somerrnc  
necJcJ  hc i l ' .o  i . r , r

tha t  a t  a  JACI -  convcnt ion  rn  Sa l
D iego.  a  gu1 ' tb l lowcd nr !  in ro  { l i c
bathroom lu ask nrc rhout C)R,-\
stul 'f." he recalled.

Mos l  hear l$arming s t r l r l .  [3 ra t t
related. * as about u holnelcss per
son in San Francisco s ho $.i ls loun(l
by  Sox  K i rash ima and o thcrs .  l ' h . ,
seurcher l  un t r l  thc r  J t \e { ' \ c rcd  l \ \ i ,
peop le  who kneu,h im rn  canrp  and
gave proo l  o f  h is  ident i t i ca t ion  s '
tha t  he  cou ld  h is  e l ig ib i l r t y  cou ld  b t
verif ied.

F ive  o ther  Japanese Amerrcans
were  a lso  found l i r  ing  un  thc  s t reeL.
i n San Francisco and had thei r el r g r
b i l in ' r ,e r i f ied .

"Thrs  
has  been thc  c rea tcs t  e r .

p e r t c n c e  I  r e  h r d .  u , , r l r n ; '  u r '
e re r lbodr  o r r  rcdr r ' . . .  l J r r i t  , . .  . :

Bob Bratt surprises NCRR's Bert Nakano uith
a special check presentation at a Los Angeles
dinner last week,

-1

Bv working hard. Bratt and the
rcst of the staff at ORA convinced
the  N ikke i  communi ty  tha t  they
u ere dedtcated to doing a thomugh
job, getting those r€dress checks
out as soon as humanlv possible to
all eligible and verif ied reciprents.

Bratt is now executive officer of
the Justice Depanment s Criminal
Division. where he inhenteda"huge
budget problem. which requires
u  ork ing  long hours-about  l2
hours a day-to invest to find solu-
tl!F.lr1

It was ajob he did nor apply fbr,
Bratt disclosed. but which he was
pressured to accept because people
a t  the  Jusr ice  Depanment  ro ld  h lm
they needed him.

But Bratt sti l l  works on redress
q hen he  has  the  t ime.  "Redress  is  in
my b lood. "  he  sa id .  " l  w i l lno t  leavc

rt unti l i t 's ail taken care of."
There were two outstanding rea-

sons lor the success of the redress
process, Bratt said.

"Number 
one. without NCRR's

e f fo r ts -work ing  w i th  us-we
couldn t have been that successful.
We couldn'r have had the work-
shops. we couldn't have identif ied
or located all those people," he said."Number 

two, ORA, now under
Paul Suddes, is one ofthe bestgroup
of  federa l  employees  I ' ve-ever
seen-they re so hard-working and
dedicated . . . They're such a great
group. the besr that we could put
together."

He told rhe NCRR faithful garh-
ered at the Shangri-La Restaurant."l appreciate being with you here
tonight. This is not the end. but the
continuation ol our friendship. The


