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Reagan Signs H.R. -

ly ROBERT TOKUNAGA
Hokubei Mainichi

The Japanese American com-
unity has been waiting over
yyears for this announcement:
The U.S. government has offi-
ally apologized to Americans
‘Japanese ancestry who were
rced into internment eamps
iring World War IL

The government will also pay
20,000 per person in repara-
ons to surviving former in-
rnees.

The apology was madeofficial
hen President Reagan signed
e redress bill, H.R. 442, on
‘ednesday afternoon in the
'hite House Rose Garden.
Attending the signing cere-
ony was Rep. Norman Mineta
)-Calif.), who was interned at
eart Mountain when he was
)% years old.

“Today is a moment of great
notion for me, a day when
opes and dreams have become
ality,” said Mineta in a state-
ient released after the bill was
gned.

“Today the unjust burden of
hame which 120,000 loyal
mericans have carried for 46
ainful years has at long last
een lifted.”

Mineta, Rep. Robert Matsui
)-Calif.), Sen. Spark Matsu-
aga(D-Hawaii)and Sen. Dan-
] Inouye (D-Hawaii) were the
ey members of Congress who
uided the redress bill through
1e ten-year legislative process.

“You have tosalute the Presi-
ent today for seeing the impor-
ance of this monumental bill,”
aid Matsui, who also attended
he signing ceremony.

“He has clearly seen the im-
ortance of this measure to our
Jonstitution and everything it
tands for,” continued the Sac-
amento congressman. “The
ommitment of his signature
lemonstrates that prineciples of
ustice ean transcend any parti-
an lines politics may draw up.”

“The signing of the bill has
yegun the healing process for
wurselves and the nation,” said
fim Kajiwara of the National
Joalition for Redress and Rep-
\rations, which has been cam-
yaigning for the passage of the
egislation for eight years.

Reagan’ssignatureon the bill
‘marks a major achievement —
‘he achievement of a measure
»f justice long denied, and so
ongoverdue,” added the NCRR
spokesman. “(Former)internees
and their families have waited
y lifetime for this vindication.”

Kajiwara spoke at a press
-onference held at the national

icang), but all Americans have
reason to celebrate,” he empha-
sized, “for this symbolic act of
redress means to us a renewed
commitment to racial under-
standing and civil rights in our
country.”

Kajiwara is a native of San
Francisco who was interned at
Topaz, Utah.

Also attending the press con-
ference was San Francisco May-
or Art Agnos, who proclaimed
Aug. 10 “Japanese American
Justice Day.”

“Today is a day of mixed feel-
ings for most of us Japanese
Americans,” said Ben Takeshita
of the JACL. “There is certainly
a great feeling of joy and relief
that . . . the end is in sight.

“But for most of us, there is
an egual feeling of sorrow and
regret today because there were
so many who went through the
same kinds of hardships and
injustices who are not with us
any more to share in this day of
joy and celebration.”

The JACL spokesman, who
was interned at Topaz and Tule
Lake. Calif., said the signing of
the bill restores the honor of the
countiry and of Japanese Ameri-
cans.

“This was and is a superb
example of our democratic pro-
cess in its purest form,” Take-
shita deelared. “The success of
our struggle is proof positive
that democracy isstill alive and
well here in America.”

Token Amount

Under a provision of the bill,
each eligible former internee
can receive a one-time, lump-
sum of payment of $20,000.

“I would like to emphasize
that the $20,000 awarded to
each surviving internee must
be considered only a token
amount,” said Takeshita. “The
$20,000 could not begin to com-
penty o a person for his or her

Speakersat San Franciscop
left) Ben Takeshita, JACL; Ji
ney Don Tamaki.

ated. After the war, he went
into the produce business and
then the floral industry.

The payments will be made
in order of date of birth with the
oldest surviving former internee
on the date of the enactment of
the bill (Aug. 10) receiving the
first payment.

Congress is to appropriate a
set amount of money each year
for the next ten years until the
youngest former internee re-
ceives his or her payment.

Should an eligible person die
before receiving the payment,
it will go to the individual's
spouse, children or parents.

Takeshita reminded support-
ers of the redress movement
that it was not over. “We must
continue to work hard toensure
that the appropriations bill for
this legislation is passed as soon
as possible.”

He also noted that there still
is much to be done to educate
the general public about the
camps.

A provision of the bill will set
up an education fund for pro-
grams to teach Americansabout

lost freedom, Toss of property,

loss oflivelihood and the stigma
of disloyalty.

“The $20,000 means that the
government is sincere in its
apology. It is a token payment,
yes, but it is a meaningful
amount.”

Tatsumi Tajima, 74, whowas
born in Centerville (now called
Fremont)and interned at Topaz,
said the apology and the pay-
ment are welcomed, but the
money could not pessibly be
“payment in full for the losses
suffered” by him and other
internees.

Tajima lost his farm near
Centerville when he was evacu-

headquarters of the Japanese
American Citizens League In
Dan Franciceo.
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42 Into Law

ess conference included (from
1 Kajiwara, NCRR; and attor-
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the camps and the Constitution.

Several speakers at the press
conference noted thatin fighting
for passage of the bill, they
found that even today, the hard-
est thing for many Americans
to do is to distinguish between
Japanese nationals and Japa-
nese Americans.

It was ten years ago that the
JACL, at its convention in Salt
Lake City, launched the drive
to get redress from Congress.

Takeshita recalled that
many people within the JACL
were at first doubtful that the
government would apologize,
let alone pay compensation.

In an Aug. 1 letter to House
Speaker Jim Wright (D-Texas),
Reagan said he would sign the
bill in order to “close a sad
chapter in American history in
away that reaffirms America’s
commitment to the preservation
of liberty and justice for all.”

Reagan’s announcement that
he would sign the bill ended
years of speculation. Even earli-
er this vear, there were indica-
tions that he would go along
with the recommendations of

At Long Last

the Office of Management and
Budget and the Department of
Justice, which opposed the bill.

Dale Minami, who moderated
the press conference, was asked
if he was surprised by Reagan's
decision to sign the bill.

“] was not surprised because’
of events of recent years,” an-
swered Minami. “One, it was
clear if you could look at the
record and see that there was
an injustice done to Japanese
Americans.”

The Sansei attorney felt the
President wanted to be the one
to correet that injustice.

But more importantly, said
Minami, the President’s decision
tosign the bill was due to politi-
cal considerations. He noted that
the House and Senate had
enough or almost enough votes
to override a presidential veto.

“You also have a Republican
Party that has been struggling
to court minority voters,” he
said, “especially with the presi-
dential elections coming up. If
you look at the civil rights record
of this administration, there is
no reason to believe he would
havesigned it absent some type
of political imperative.”

Takeshita remembered a man
who, about 20 years ago, came
to the JACL with a proposal
that the organization start a
redress campaign.

When this man made the sug-
gestion, Takeshita recalled,
most people did not listen and
nobody did anything about it.

As it turned out, a few people
did listen and many people even-
tually did something about it.

The man who made the sug-
gestion was Edison Uno of San
Francisco. He died in 1976.

Part 2 of Hokubei Mainichi's
redress chronology appears on
page 3 of today's English section.




